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ABSTRACT
Castor plant (Ricinus communis L.) extracts have been used by many natives of the world in treatment of
several ailments. However actual phytochemicals that confer these cures are mostly unidentified since
crude extracts are employed. This study evaluated the distribution and biological activities of flavonoids
and tannins in various parts of Castor plant. Flavonoids and tannins were found quantitatively in leaves,
stems, seeds and roots, while capsules only contain flavonoids. High antioxidant and antihemolytic
activities were shown by some of flavonoids and tannins extracts such as comparable to ascorbic acid and
butylated hydroxyl anisole, which were used as standard antioxidant and antihemolytic agents
respectively. Remarkably inhibitory effects on the population proliferation of Streptococcus aureus and
Krebsellia halize were observed at increasing concentrations (1 mg/ml, 5 mg/ml and 10 mg/ml) of
flavonoids and tannins extracts. It thus implies that Castor plant possesses essential phytochemicals,
which could be exploited for medicinal/pharmaceutical applications.
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1. Introduction
Wide variety of trees, shrubs, grasses, herbs and vegetables parts such as leaves, barks, roots,
and seeds have been used by humans owe to their nutritional and/or medicinal values [1]. More
of world populace is currently shifting towards the traditional medicine system and this is most
likely to increase due to numerous side effects often encountered in the modern therapeutic
system that involves use of synthetic drugs; which rarely occurs with use of natural substances
obtained from plant sources [2].
Castor plant (Ricinus communis L.) belongs to perennial shrub family of Euphorbiaceae. It is
popularly known as Castor oil plant in English; Arandi or Erandi in Hindi; Mexico weed,
Palma Christi in English, German, Portuguese; Ricin commun in French; Ritsin in Russian;
Rizinus in Danish, German; Rikinusu and Rishin in Japanese; etc [3, 4]. Castor is known locally
in Nigeria as Era ogi in Bini; Kpamfini gulu in Nupe; Laraa in Yoruba; Jongo in Tiv; Ogilisi in
Igbo; Zurman in Hausa [5]. For a comprehensive list of Castor plant names in other languages
see [3].
The botanical name Ricinus communis was derived by Swedish naturalist Carlous Linnaeus in
the eighteenth century. Ricinus is the Latin word for Mediterranean sheep tick (Ixodes ricinus)
which the Castor plant seed has total resemblance to, and communis literally means common
[6]
. Castor plant has been cultivated as far back as 6,000 years ago. It is usually a small soft
wooded tree that grows up to 6 meters with varying stem pigmentation; the leaves which is
usually 30 – 60 cm in diameter may be green or reddish in colour made of about 5-12 coarsely
toothed lobes; the fruits which is usually a three-celled thorny capsule covered with soft spins
encloses the seeds (Figure 1) [3, 7].
Castor plant extracts have been used by numerous communities in different regions of the
world for treatment and/or alleviation varieties of sicknesses. The extracts have been shown to
possess essential and beneficial biological properties such as antioxidant, antimicrobial,
antihelmintic, insecticidal, diuretic, anti-inflammatory, laxative; in the treatments of
hypoglycemia, edema, rheumatism, headache, asthma, dermatitis, ringworm, warts, dandruff;
external application on breast of nursing mothers shown to increase flow of milk and the oil
shown to relieve labour pain and aid delivery [3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12]. The activity of the Castor plant
seeds was studied on the male and female reproductive systems.
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The seed extracts were shown to possess high anti-fertility
activities by causing decrease in serum levels of testosterone,
weight of the reproductive organs, sperm functions, disruption
of seminiferous tubules and erosion of the germinal epithelium
in male rats [9, 13]; and in reduction of progesterone levels,
altering the oestrogen/progesterone balance, and abortifacient
effect on the uterus and fallopian tube [9, 14].
Medicinal plants have been of great significance to human
health. The medicinal potentials of these plants results from
several bioactive phytochemicals constituents such as
alkaloids, anthrocyanins, flavonoids, phenolics, tannins,
terpenoids, etc as well as vitamins that produce specific
beneficial physiological and pharmacological functions in
human body [15, 16, 17]. Phytochemical is coined from the Greek
word phyto which means plant. Thus, phytochemicals
encompass large group of bioactive, non-nutritive chemical
compounds that confer disease protection/reduction abilities in
human body [18, 19].

Fig 1: A representative of Castor plant (Ricinus communis L.) found
within Omu-Aran area (Latitude 8.13 ON and Longitude 5.1 OE) in
Kwara State, Nigeria in March 2014.

Flavonoids are low molecular weight secondary polyphenolic
metabolites present in plants characterized by their flavan
nucleus [20, 21]. There are over 700 characterized flavonoids and
have been shown to be responsible for the flavor and colour
pigment intensities in flowers, fruits and leaves [20, 21, 22].
Flavonoids have been found in many food products such as in
colour intense fruits, red wine and in beverages [22, 23]. Their
presences in plants assist in protection against UV radiation,
pathogens and herbivores [22]. However they possess many
beneficial medicinal advantages to human such as antioxidant
and free radical scavenging activities, anti-inflammatory, antiarrhythmic, antithrombotic, antimicrobial, anti-apoptotic, antiischemic, anti-hypertensive, anti-carcinogenic, anti-allergic,
antitumor activities, and have been shown to possess
therapeutic potential to prevent ulcers and alleviate several
cardiovascular diseases [22, 24- 30].
Tannins are groups of plant polyphenolic high molecular
weight secondary metabolites that have been used by human
for decades. The name tannins came from the French word
“tan” meaning the bark of the Holm oak tree used for tanning
(ability to darken colour), and have been found to be present
not only in the tree bark but also in leaves, stems, roots, buds
and seeds [31]. They create dry, astringent and bitter taste in

mouth when consumed in unripe fruit, strong tea or red wine
. Tannins like other phytochemicals possesses lots of
medicinal benefits to human, such as stated previously in
addition to been used in the treatment/control of diarrhea,
rhinorrhea and leucorrhoea; treatment of wounds and burns;
stoppage of bleeding; for sun screen or ultra-violet ray
protection; combating obesity by its ability to increase
digestion [32-35].
Although the crude plant extracts of Castor plant have been
effectively used for the treatments of various ailments, very
limited research work have been able to link the exact
phytochemicals that confer such biological result.
Furthermore, identification of these phytochemicals are mostly
done [36-38], the exactly determination of the contents and
distributions in the various plant parts are very limited.
Therefore, studying the distribution of particular
phytochemicals in the various plant parts and stating their
biological activities cannot be overemphasized. This study
thus pose in evaluating the distribution and contents of
flavonoids and tannins in the various Castor plant parts
(leaves, stems, roots, capsules and seeds) and to determine
their biological properties as pertain to their antioxidant,
antihemolytic and antibacterial activities. Since there are
numerous classes of these phytochemicals, we believe that the
different parts may contain varying classes which may be
indicated in the degree of biological activities in one plant part
extract to another. The information as may be generated will
not simply add to the existing pool of biological activities of
flavonoids and tannins, but could be further exploited for
medicinal or pharmaceutical applications.
[32]

2. Materials and methods
2.1 Reagents: All reagents were of high analytical grade.
Methanol, petroleum ether and diethyl ether were obtained
from BDH Limited Poole England. Iron chloride, chloroform,
ethanol, aluminum chloride, potassium hydroxide, 1,1Diphenyl-2-picrylhydrazyl (DPPH), ascorbic acid, butyl
hydroxyl anisole (BHA), sodium chloride, hydrogen peroxide,
phosphate buffer saline (PBS) tablets were obtained from
Sigma-Aldrich Chemie GMBH. Nutrient agar powder was
obtained from Limited Poole England.
2.2 Equipments: Oven from Genlab Ltd, Widnis, Cheshire,
WA8 OSR; electric blender from Waring Products Division,
Torrington, USA; Stuart vortex Mixers - SA7, Stuart orbital
shaker SSL1, Stuart RE3008 water bath - rotary evaporator,
Stuart orbital incubator S1500 and Jenway UV/VIS
spectrophotometer from Bibby Scientific Ltd, UK; C5 bench
top centrifuge from LW Scientific Inc. GA, USA; Clifton
water bath from Clifton Lab Equipment, UK; Wisconsin
Aluminum Steroclave 25X Bench-model Autoclave Sterilizer
from Labequip Ltd, USA.
2.3 Collection of plant material: Healthy Castor plants were
located around Omu-Aran area in Kwara State, Nigeria in
March 2014. Omu-Aran is located 88 km South of Ilorin,
capital of Kwara State and 16 km North-East of Otun-Ekiti in
Ekiti State, Nigeria on Latitude 8.13 ON and Longitude 5.1 OE.
The whole plants were uprooted and transported to
Biochemistry Laboratory in Biological Sciences Department,
Landmark University, Omu-Aran, Kwara State, Nigeria. The
whole plants were thoroughly washed with distilled water and
the individual parts dissected. The parts (leaves, stems, roots,
capsules and seeds) were dried in a Genlab oven at 50 OC until
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constant dried weights were obtained. The parts were ground
using Waring electric blender and stored in individual air tight
containers until further use. Fresh healthy plant was sent for
identification and authentication at the Herbarium of the
Department of Plant Biology, University of Ilorin, Kwara
State, Nigeria, where it was shown to be indeed as Castor plant
(Ricinus communis L.) and was given a voucher number of
UIH 001/965.
2.4 Extraction of plant material for qualitative
determination of flavonoids and tannins: 250 ml of 100 %
methanol was added separately to 25 g of finely ground
powder of individual plant part (leaves, stems, roots and
capsules) in 1 litre sterile bottles. The bottles containing the
plant material and methanol mixture were placed on Stuart
orbital shaker SSL1 and shook vigorously at 300 rmp for 48
hours at room temperature. The contents were allowed to settle
and the supernatants filtered separately through Whatman No.
1 filter paper. The resulting filtrates were centrifuged using a
C5 bench top centrifuge for 10 minutes at 1000 rpm to remove
any other insoluble particles and fatty layer. Obtained
supernatants were concentrated in Stuart RE3008 water bath rotary evaporator to 10 % initial volume and evaporated to
dryness in Clifton water bath set at 80 OC. The dried plant
extracts were stored individually in air tight correctly labeled
containers.
For the Castor seed extract, the ground seeds were firstly
defatted using chloroform and dried using diethyl ether before
the commencement of the methanol extraction. 200 ml of
chloroform was added to 25 g of the ground seeds powder in 1
Litre sterile bottle, placed on Stuart orbital shaker SSL1 and
shook vigorously at 300 rmp for 2 hours at room temperature
so as to remove oil and fats in the seeds. The mixture was
allowed to settle and the supernatant which contains the oil
and fats decanted. This was done twice using 100 ml
chloroform and resulting precipitate was dried using 100 ml
diethyl ether; this also carried out twice. The precipitate was
spread on sterile paper towel and was ensure that it was
completely dried before the methanol extraction as describe
above was carried out.
2.5 Qualitative determination of flavonoids and tannins in
the different plant parts: Qualitative determination for the
presence or absence of flavonoids and tannins in different
Castor plant parts were carried out according to the standard
procedures as described by [24, 39, 40].
 Test for flavonoids
Each 0.5 g of the dried methanolic plant part extract was
weigh separately into test tube; 5 ml petroleum ether was
added and shaken vigorously for about 2 minutes in order to
remove fatty materials. The defatted residue was dissolved in
20 ml of 80 % ethanol shaken vigorously for about 2 minutes
and then filtered through Whatman No. 1 filter paper. The
filtrate obtained from individual plant parts were used for the
tests outlined below:
 3 ml of the filtrate was mixed with 4 ml of 1 %
aluminum chloride in methanol in a test tube and the
colour was observed. Formation of yellow colour
indicated the presence of flavonols, flavones and
chalcones.
 3 ml of the filtrate was mixed with 4 ml of 1 %
potassium hydroxide in a test tube and the color was
observed. A dark yellow color indicated the presence
of flavonoids.

 Test for tannins
Each 0.25 g of the dried methanolic plant extract was
dissolved in 10 ml distilled water and filtered through
Whatman No. 1 filter paper. 3 ml of the filtrate was mixed
with 3 ml of 1 % aqueous Iron chloride (FeCl3) solution. The
appearance of intense green, purple, blue or black color
indicated the presence of tannins.
2.6 Quantitative determination of flavonoids and tannins in
the different plant parts: Quantitative determination of
flavonoids and tannins were carried out for the plant parts that
gave positive test according to [41] for flavonoids and [42] with
slight modification for tannins.
 Flavonoid quantification
100 ml of 80 % aqueous methanol was added to each 10 g of
ground powdered plant part in sterile bottles and shaken
vigorously for 6 hours at room temperature on a Stuart orbital
shaker SSL1 at 300 rpm. The whole solutions were
individually filtered through a Whatman No. 42 filter paper
(125 mm), the filtrates transferred into separate crucibles and
evaporated into dryness in a Clifton water bath set at 80 OC. 10
mg of each dried extract was dissolved in 4 ml 80 % aqueous
methanol and assayed for flavonoids as described previously
in order to establish its presence. The weights of the dried
extracts were recorded. The percentage of flavonoids content
was calculated as:
Weight of dried plant extract
% Flavonoid content =

X

Weight of plant material

100

 Tannin quantification
100 ml of distilled water was added separately to 10 g of each
ground powdered plant part in sterile bottles and shaken
vigorously for 4 hours at room temperature on a Stuart orbital
shaker SSL1 at 300 rpm. The whole solutions were also
individually filtered through a Whatman No. 42 filter paper
(125 mm), the filtrates transferred into separate crucibles and
evaporated into dryness in a Clifton water bath set at 80 OC. 50
mg of each dried extract was dissolved in 2 ml distilled water
and assayed for tannins as previously described in order to
ascertain its presence. The weights of the dried extracts were
recorded. The percentage of tannins content was calculated as:
Weight of dried plant extract
% Tannin content =

Weight of plant material

X

100

2.7 Antioxidant assay
The antioxidant activities of the flavonoids and tannins
extracts were determine following the procedure as described
in [43]. To 1ml of each 50 mg/ml extract in methanol was added
to 3 ml methanolic solution of 0.1 M DPPH and vigorously
mixed together. The mixture was incubated in the dark for 30
minutes. Absorbance was measured at 517 nm using a Jenway
UV/VIS spectrophotometer, using methanol as blank. 50
mg/ml and 100 mg/ml of ascorbic acid were used as the as the
standard reference antioxidant compound to which the antioxidant and free radical scavenging activities of the extracts
were compared. The anti-oxidant and free radical scavenging
activities of the flavonoids and tannins extracts expressed in
percent were calculated as follows:
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% Antioxidant activity =

‐

1

As
Ac

X

100

Where, AS is the absorbance value of sample + DPPH, and AC
is the absorbance value of only DPPH solution (i.e. the
control).

minutes on Stuart orbital shaker SSL1 at 100 rmp, after which
the contents centrifuged in C5 bench top centrifuge at 2000
rpm for 10 minutes. The absorbances of the supernatants
obtained were read individually at 540 nm. Percent hemolysis
inhibition was calculated as follows:

2.8 Preparation of materials for hemolysis inhibition assay
 Phosphate buffer saline (PBS) pH 7.4:
Following the manufacturer’s procedure, one tablet of
phosphate buffer saline (PBS) was dissolved in 200 ml of
deionized water to yield 0.01 M phosphate buffer saline pH
7.4.
 20 ml 10 mM hydrogen peroxide (H2O2 ):
22.67 µl of H2O2 equivalent to 0.0068 g was added to distilled
water and made up to 20 ml to yield 10 mM H2O2.
 Butylated hydroxyl anisole (BHA):
200 mg of BHA was dissolved in 4ml of methanol to yield a
final concentration of 50 mg/ml.
 Plant extracts:
200 mg each of dried plant flavonoids and tannins extracts
were weighed and separately dissolved in 4 ml of methanol to
yield a final concentration of 50 mg/ml each.
 Blood collection and red blood cell (RBC) sample
preparation
Human blood sample (O-) was obtained from the Blood Bank
at Landmark University Medical Center, Omu Aran, Kwara
State, Nigeria. 5ml of the blood was aliquot into EDTA
(ethylene diamine tetra acetic acid) bottles. The blood samples
were spun in C5 bench top centrifuge at 3000 rpm for 10
minutes. This was to remove the plasma, platelets and buffy
coating from the sample. Resulting red blood cells (RBC) were
washed twice with cold PBS; pH 7.4. 2 ml of the RBC (which
is about 1 x 109 cells) was then subsequently used for the
hemolysis inhibition assay. Table 1 illustrates the assay
preparation mixture.
2.9 Hemolysis inhibition assay
This was carried according to the procedure as outlined in
Table 1 illustrates the assay mixture preparation.

[44]

.

Table 1: Hemolysis inhibition assay mixture preparation

A
(negative
control)
B (positive
control)
C (plant
extract;
50mg/ml)
D (BHA;
50mg/ml)

RBC

PBS
(pH
7.4)

10mM
H2O2

Plant
extract

Methanol

BHA

2 ml

1.1
ml

-

-

1 ml

-

2 ml

1.0
ml

0.1 ml

-

1 ml

-

2 ml

-

0.1 ml

1 ml

-

-

2 ml

-

0.1 ml

-

-

1 ml

Assay mixtures were prepared for all the flavonoids and
tannins extracts (50mg/ml), along with the BHA (50 mg/ml),
positive and negative controls. The test tubes were incubated
at room temperature, continuous shaking for 2 hours 30

In the negative control there was no hemolysis, whereas in the
positive control there was hemolysis induced by H2O2. Results
obtained for the flavonoids and tannins extracts were
compared with that of BHA. BHA was used as a reference
standard been a high antioxidant compound with great
potential to prevent hemolysis.
2.10 Antibacterial activity assay
 Test organisms
Staphylococcus aureus and Klebsiella halize bacterial strains
obtained from the Department of Microbiology, Landmark
University, Kwara State, Nigeria. These two bacterial strains
were used owe to their pathological effect on human,
consequently been able to establish the possible inhibitory
effects of the flavonoids and tannins extracts on their growth
and propagation.
 Preparation of nutrient agar incorporated with
plant extract
28 g of the nutrient agar powder was weighed into conical
flask made up to 1 Liter with deionized water. It was allowed
to completely dissolve and was sterilized by autoclaving for 15
minutes at 121 OC in Wisconsin Aluminum Steroclave 25X
Bench-model Autoclave Sterilizer. The autoclaved agar was
maintained at 47 OC by placing in Clifton water bath set at 47
O
C. The flavonoid and tannin extracts from the different plant
parts were prepared, and appropriate volume were added to 10
ml of nutrient agar to give a final concentrations of 1 mg/ml, 5
mg/ml and 10 mg/ml, and were poured into separate sterile
petri dishes. This was done in triplicate.
 Determination of antibacterial activity:
Visualization of colony formation was used to access the
inhibitory activities of the flavonoids and tannins extracts.
Staphylococcus aureus and Klebsiella halize pre-cultures in
nutrient broth were allowed to grow to their exponential phase
before use. The amounts of microbial cells used were
estimated in line with previous work that involves detecting
bacteria culture turbidity at 540 nm and counting the number
of cells against the optical density, as reported in
“www2.mum.edu/ibrandon/Micro/enumeration.doc”.
The
optical densities for Staphylococcus aureus and Klebsiella
halize pre-cultures were 0.985 and 1.652 respectively. This
gave an approximate 14 × 104 and 21 × 104 colony forming
unit (CFU)/ml of Staphylococcus aureus and Klebsiella halize
respectively. A volume of 200 µl of the microbial cells of
Staphylococcus aureus and Klebsiella halize were spread
evenly over the surface of separate agar plates (in triplicates)
using a sterile glass tong. The plates were then incubated in
Stuart orbital incubator S1500 for 24 hours at 37 OC; without
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2.11 Statistical Analysis
All analyzes were carried out in triplicates. Results were
analyzed using the Graph Pad Prism software package. Data
were represented as mean ± standard deviation. Results were
further analyzed for correlation and test of significance by
Student Paired t-test at P ≤0.05.
3. Results
Table 2 below shows the results of qualitative determination
for the presence of flavonoids and tannins in the Castor plant
parts methanolic extracts. Analyzes revealed that flavonoids
was present in all the 5 plant parts (leaves, stem, roots, seeds
and capsules) examined, while tannins was present likewise in
these plant parts with the exception of the capsules.
The quantitative analyzes showing the distribution and
contents of flavonoids and tannins in the Castor plant parts
expressed in percent yield is illustrated in Figure 2, where it
shows flavonoids: leaves (7.78 %); stem (22.0 %); roots (22.8
%); seeds (6.66 %); capsule (6.75 %). For tannins: leaves
(23.92 %); stem (34.0 %); roots (28.8 %); seeds (8.0 %).
Table 2: Qualitative analyzes for the presence of flavonoids
and tannins in the Castor plant parts extract.
Plant Parts
Flavonoids
Extracts
Leaves
+
Stems
+
Roots
+
Seeds
+
Capsules
+
Key: (+); Present, (-); Absent

Tannins
+
+
+
+
-

Quantity of Phytochemicals (%)

100

80

60

Flavonoids
Tannins
Ascobic Acid

40

20

0
50 mg/ml

100 mg/ml

Leaves

Stems

Roots

Seeds

Capsules

Castor Plant Parts

Fig 3: The antioxidant and free radical scavenging activities of
flavonoids and tannins Castor plant parts extracts. The
experiment was performed in triplicates. Values were the
averages of means, and represented as Mean ± standard
deviation. Statistical analyses were performed using student
paired T-test. Results were considered statistically significant
at p≤0.05.
The effect of the flavonoids and tannins Castor plant parts
extracts in protecting the red blood cells (RBC) against the
hemolytic activity H2O2 is presented in Figure 4. All the
flavonoids and tannins extracts gave comparable antihemolytic activities with butylated hydroxyl anisole (BHA);
which was used as the reference anti-hemolytic compound,
except for the stems flavonoids that promoted hemolysis.
Figure 4 shows the following anti-hemolytic activities: leaves
flavonoids (327.38 %), roots flavonoids (146 %), seeds
flavonoids (209.89 %) and capsules flavonoids (242.96 %),
leaves tannins (182.5 %), stem tannins (400.38 %), seeds
tannins (138.78 %), roots tannins (353.23 %), while 50 mg/ml
BHA gave 536.5 % anti-hemolytic activity. The stems
flavonoids however promoted the hemolysis by 166.54 %.

100
80
60
40

are very similar to ascorbic acid; 50 mg/ml and 100 mg/ml
(79.16 % and 95.61 %, respectively). The other plant parts
such as roots flavonoids (49.45 %) and stems tannins (31.51
%); seeds tannins (58.2 %) and roots tannins (34.69 %) gave
appreciable activity but not as high as ascorbic acid.
Free Radical Scavenging & Antioxidant Activities (%)

agitation. This volume was used so as to make certain that
considerable amount of bacterial cells were used. The numbers
of cells visualized and counted after this period.

Flavonoids
Tannins

20
0
Leaves

Stems

Roots

Seeds

Capsules

Castor Plant Parts

Fig 2: Quantitative analyzes of flavonoids and tannins
distribution and contents in the different Castor plant parts.
Results are the average of means (n = 5), and represented as
mean ± standard deviation.
The free radical scavenging and antioxidant properties of the
flavonoids and tannins extracts as accessed using the DPPH
assay is illustrated in Figure 3 below. Very high antioxidant
activities were observed in leaves flavonoids (99.23 %), stems
flavonoids (99.7 %), seeds flavonoids (99.6 %) and capsules
flavonoids (99.75 %) while in leaves tannins (73.78 %), which

The antibacterial effects of the flavonoids and tannins Castor
plant parts extracts on the growth and proliferation of
Staphylococcus aureus and Klebsiella halize strains are as
outlined in Table 3. The bacterial culture plates were
visualized for their colony formation and differential trend of
inhibition on the growth at increasing phytochemical
concentrations were observed. Continuous lawns (biofilms)
were mostly observed in the control plates of the two bacterial
strains which however reduce at increasing phytochemical
concentrations in the experimental plates. This perhaps may be
due in part to the morphology of the two bacteria strains used
or may be as a result of high number of colony forming units
(CFU) of bacteria that were used, which facilitates the bacteria
to proliferate rapidly [45, 46, 47, 48]. Thus the amount of CFU on
the control and experimental could not be properly ascertain,
however it was possible to see the antibacterial effects judging
by the decrease in the continuous lawns in the experimental
compared to the control. The high CFU were used in order to
assess the full efficiencies of these extracts towards high
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bacteria population.
Table 3: Antibacterial activities of flavonoids and tannins Castor plant parts extracts against Staphylococcus aureus and
Klebsiella halize
Staphylococcus aureus
1 mg/ml
5 mg/ml
10 mg/ml
Leaves flavonoids
--+
Stems flavonoids
--+
Roots flavonoids
+
+
++
Seeds flavonoids
--Capsule flavonoids
+
++
++
Leaves tannins
-+
++
Stems tannins
-+
++
Roots tannins
+
++
++
Seeds tannins
---Key: (--) no inhibition; (+) inhibition; (++) high Inhibition
Phytochemicals

600

500

400

Flavonoids

Hemolysis Inhibition (%)

Tannins
BHA

300

200

100

0
50 mg/ml
‐100

Leaves

Stems

Roots

Seeds

Capsules

Castor Plant Parts

‐200

Fig. 4: Hemolysis inhibition assay of flavonoids and tannins Castor
plant parts extracts in protecting the red blood cells (RBC) against
hemolytic effect of H2O2. The experiment was performed in
triplicates. Values were the averages of means, and represented as
Mean ± standard deviation. Statistical analyses were performed using
student paired T-test. Results were considered statistically significant
at p≤0.05.

As illustrated in Table 3, the roots and capsules flavonoids and
roots tannins gave an increasing trend of antibacterial activity
with increasing phytochemical concentrations. The stems
flavonoids and stems tannins only gave inhibitory effects at
high phytochemical concentrations (5 mg/ml and 10 mg/ml).
The flavonoids and tannins extracted from the Castor plant
seeds however gave no bacteria inhibitory effect at all as there
was no clear difference between the experimental and control
plates, even at higher phytochemical concentrations.
4. Discussion
Medicinal plants are said to have therapeutic effects against
free radicals, pathogenic organisms and various forms of
ailments. The effects of such medicinal plants arise as a result
of various secondary metabolites which are present in these
plants [15]. Such metabolites are responsible for the various
biological actions that occur. This has led to the need to
identify the specific phytochemical that is responsible for such
interactions.

1 mg/ml
--+
-+
--+
--

Klebsiella halize
5 mg/ml
+
-+
-++
+
+
+
--

10 mg/ml
+
+
++
-++
+
++
++
--

Research works have documented various biological activities
of solvents extracts from Castor plant (Ricinus communis L.)
parts however there exist very limited information as regards
the quantity and biological activities of flavonoids and tannins
present in this plant [36, 37, 38, 49, 50, 51]. Thus, our study was able
to ascertain the presence, quantity and also evaluate some
biological activities of flavonoids and tannins in the various
Castor plant parts. Results show differential presence of
flavonoids and tannins (Table 2) where the roots gave the
highest flavonoids content and the stems gave the highest
tannins content (Figure 2).
The abilities of the flavonoids and tannins extracts from the
Castor plant parts to act as an antioxidant and free radical
scavenger as adjudged by DPPH assay, show that flavonoids
from stem, seed, capsule and leaves and tannin from leaves
have very high potential to act as a very good natural
antioxidant as the antioxidant values obtained from these
sources (Figure 3) were very similar to the activity of 100 mg
and 50 mg ascorbic acid. Similar antioxidant activities have
been documented in other plant flavonoids [27, 28, 52]. However
the value obtained for Castor flavonoids show very high
antioxidant potentials as compared to what has been
previously obtained in other plants extracts. Thus it will be
imperative that the study of Castor flavonoids be further
elucidated in order to establish the specific class of flavonoid
that is involved in the antioxidant and free radical scavenging
activities.
Hemolysis is the destruction or breakdown of red blood cells
(RBC’s) which causes the release of its internal components
such as hemoglobin into its surrounding environment [53]. This
subsequently results in the removal of red cells circulation
within the body faster than their normal life span of 120 days
[54]
.
Studies have shown that sudden hemolysis of red blood cells
results from the attack of free radicals and many other reactive
oxygen species produced during disease states such as
cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, cancer and in ageing
processes [55]. Our results show that flavonoids and tannins
from various Castor plant parts have the ability to counter the
effect of reactive oxygen species (such as H2O2) on red blood
cells, as very high antihemolytic results were obtained when
red blood cells were treated with H2O2 with inclusion of 50 mg
Castor flavonoids and tannins extracts, which gave comparable
antihemolytic activity with 50 mg of butylated hydroxy anisole
(BHA) (Figure 4). BHA is a well-known antioxidant and anti-
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hemolytic compound [56, 57]. However the flavonoids extract
from Castor stem aided hemolysis; this may be connected to
the same fact that different classes of flavonoids are present in
plants. Thus the flavonoids obtained from the Castor stem may
not have the same structural/biological activity as what may be
present in other plant parts. Similar results of extracts
increasing red blood cell hemolysis have been reported in 400
µg of ethanolic extract of Ixora coccinea Linn plant extracts
and 5 mg/ml Raphiostylis beninensis extracts [58, 59]. Thus,
further structural characterization will provide the appropriate
distinctions between these phytochemicals, and those with
good human biological effects will be known and separated
from the not so good ones.
Differential antibacterial activities were observed on the
treatment of flavonoids and tannins extracts of Castor plant
parts as illustrated in Table 3. The roots and capsules
flavonoids and roots tannins gave the highest antibacterial
activities at increasing phytochemical concentrations, while
the seeds flavonoids and tannins gave no inhibitory effects on
the two pathogenic bacteria. Thus Castor plants may have
evolved in distributing substantial antimicrobial agents to parts
that are more susceptible to microbial attacks such as the roots
and capsules (which harbors the seed that is rich in carbon
content a good platform for microbial proliferation). It will be
interesting to unravel the chemical components/structural form
of the flavonoids present in the root and capsule, so also will
be tannins present in the roots. In future this may be a target
that could be exploited in the formulation of pharmaceutical
drugs that may have high antimicrobial potency.
Judging by the overall evaluation of biological activities of
flavonoids and tannins in Castor plant parts carried out in this
research, it could be deduced that Castor capsule flavonoids
has better biological activities compared to the others.
5. Conclusions
This study has revealed the distribution of flavonoids and
tannins in Castor plant parts and also elucidated their
antioxidant, antihemolytic and antibacterial effects. It would
be of great medicinal importance if further works could be
done which may include cytotoxicological test, anticoagulant
activity and structural characterization of the various classes of
flavonoids and tannins present in the different Castor plant
parts. These will offer in-depth knowledge of flavonoids and
tannins and how they may be of medicinal or pharmaceutical
applications. The structural information could provide a
platform for the design of synthetic drugs which will have
structural resemblance to these phytochemical and thus
provide the same/similar biological activities. More
importantly it will be interesting to establish further biological
properties of capsule flavonoids since it gave a better
biological activity as regards antioxidant, antihemolysis and
antimicrobial properties. To the best of our knowledge, this is
a pioneer work into important biological activities that Castor
capsules may possess aside from just housing the seeds.
Thus far, we will advise that the use of the various Castor plant
parts should be administered with caution as some parts may
have negative effect which may promote the progress of
certain health conditions as revealed in this study.
6. Acknowledgments
The authors are grateful for the laboratory spaces and technical
assistances by technical staffs of Department of Biological
Science Landmark University, Nigeria.

7. References
1. Abayomi S. The State of Medicinal Plant Research in
Nigeria, Proceedings of Workshop, Nigeria Society of
Pharmacology, Ile Ife. 1986, 261.
2. Tiwara S. Plants: A Rich Source of Herbal Medicine.
Journal of Natural Products, 2008; 1: 27-35.
3. Eland S. Ricinus communis, Plant Biographies. 2008, 1 4
http://www.plantlives.com/docs/R/Ricinus_communis.pdf
[accessed on 14th July, 2014]
4. Bisht R, Bhattacharaya S. Some medicinal plants of
Uttarakhand (India) with antimicrobial activity. A review.
Pharmacologyonline Newsletter, 2011; 2: 428-439
5. Sani UM, Sule, MI. Anti-fertility activity of methanol
extracts of three different seed varieties of Ricinus
communis Linn (Euphorbiaceae). Nigerian Journal of
Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2007; 6 (2): 78 – 83
6. Wayne’s W. The Castor Bean, Castor Bean Plant. 2004,
1-14.
7. Jena J, Gupta AK. Ricinus communis Linn: A
Phytopharmacological review. International Journal of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2012; 4 (4): 2528
8. Obumselu FO, Okerulu IO, Onwukeme VI, Onuegbu TU,
Eze RC. Phytochemical and Antibacterial analysis of the
leaf extracts of Ricinus communis. Journal of Basic
Physical Research, 2011; 2 (2): 68-69.
9. Nath S, Choudhury MD, Roychoudhury S, Talukdar AD,
Sirotkin AV, Bakova Z, Kadasi A, Maruniakova N,
Kolesarova A. Restorative Aspect of Castor plant on
Mammalian Physiology: A review. Journal of
Microbiology, Biotechnology and Food Sciences, 2011; 1
(2): 236-243.
10. Rana M, Dhamija H, Prashar B, Sharma S. Ricinus
communis L.- A Review. International Journal of Pharm
Tech Research, 2012; 4 (4):1706-1710.
11. Sibi G, Gurmeetkaur, Devi G, Dhananjaya K, Ravikumar
KR, Mallesha H. Anti-dandruff Activity of Ricinus
communis L. Leaf Extracts. International Journal of
Current Pharmaceutical Research, 2012; 4 (3): 74-76.
12. Friedman MH, Andreu MG, Quintana HV, McKenzie M.
Ricinus communis, Castor Bean, University of Florida.
2013, 1-2
13. Raji Y, Oloyo AK, Morakinyo AO. Complementary
Medicine: Effect of methanol extracts of Ricinus
communis seed on reproduction of male rats. Asian
Journal of Andrology, 2006; 8 (1):115-121.
14. Okwuasaba FK, Das SC, Isichei CO, Ekwenchi MM,
Onoruvwe O, Olayinka AO, Uguru VE, Dafur SJ, Ekwere
EO, Parry O. Pharmacological studies on the antifertility
effects of RICOM-1013-J from Ricinus communis var
minor and preliminary clinical studies on women
volunteers. Phytotherapy Research, 1997; 11 (8): 547-551.
15. Edeoga HO, Okwu DE, Mbaebie BO. Phytochemical
constituents of some Nigerian medicinal plants. African
Journal of Biotechnology, 2005; 4 (7): 685-688.
16. Jaime GC, Luigi CP, Andrea CC, Fernando MS, Heidi SS,
Emilio HU, Emma BT, Miren AL. Antioxidant capacity,
anthocyanins, and total phenols of wild and cultivated
berries in Chile. Chilean Journal of Agricultural Research,
2010; 70 (4): 537-544.
17. Gulcin I. Antioxidant activity of food constituents: an
overview. Archives of Toxicology, 2012; 86: 345-391.
18. Heneman K, Zindenberg-Cherr S. Some Facts About

~ 74 ~

International Journal of Herbal Medicine

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.

36.
37.
38.

39.

Phytochemicals, Nutrition and Health Info-Sheet, Center
for Health and Nutrition Research. 2008, 1-4.
Liu RH. Potential Synergy of Phytochemicals in Cancer
Prevention: Mechanism of Action. American Society for
Nutritional Sciences, 2014; 134 (12): 3479s-3484s.
Havsteen B. Flavonoids, a class of natural products of
high
pharmacological
potency,
Biochemical
Pharmacology, 1983; 32: 1007-1011.
Thilakarathna SH, Rupasinghe HPV. Flavonoid
Bioavailability and Attempts for Bioavailability
Enhancement, Nutrients. 2013, 3368.
Samappito S, Butkhup L. Analysis of Anthocyanin,
Flavonoids and Phenolic Acid Contents of Ten Fruits and
Antioxidant Activity. International Journal of Fruit
Science, 2010: 10 (3): 264-280.
Kylli P. Berry Phenolics: Isolation, Analysis,
Identification and antioxidant properties. 2011. pp 13.
Sofowara AE. Medicinal plants and traditional medicine
in Africa. Vol. 2, Spectrum Books Ltd, Ibadan. 1993, 288.
Nandave M, Ojha SK, Arya DS. Protective role of
flavonoids in cardiovascular diseases. Natural Product
Radiance, 2005; 4 (3):166-171
Tapas AR, Sakarkar DM, Kakade RB. Flavonoids as
Nutraceuticals: A Review. Tropical Journal of
Pharmaceutical Research, 2008; 7 (3):1090-1096.
Agati G, Azzarello E, Pollastri S, Tattini M. Flavonoids as
antioxidants in plants: Location and functional
significance. Plant Science, 2012; 196: 67-76
Diaz P, Jeong CS, Lee S, Khoo C, Koyyalamudi SR.
Antioxidant and anti-inflammatory activities of selected
medicinal plants and fungi containing phenolic and
flavonoid compounds, Chinese Medicine, 2012; 7: 26
Chae CS, Lee JH, Park SU. Recent studies on Flavonoids
and their Antioxidant Activities. EXCLI Journal, 2013;
12: 226-228.
Pal D, Verma P. Flavonoids: A powerful and abundant
source of antioxidants. International Journal of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2013; 5 (3): 95-98.
Frutos P, Hervas G, Giraldez FJ, Mantecon AR. Review:
Tannins and ruminant nutrition. Spanish Journal of
Agricultural Research, 2004; 2 (2):191-202.
Ashok PK, Upadhyaya K. Tannins are Astringent. Journal
of Pharmacognosy and Phytochemistry, 2012; 1 (3): 45-49
Hagerman AE. Tannin Chemistry. 2002, 18.
Kansas State University Tannins in sorghum and benefits
focus of genetic research, Phys Org. 2012. 1-2. Source:
http://phys.org/news/2012-07-tannins-sorgum-benefitsfocus-genetic.html
Briskin DP. Medicinal Plants and Phytomedicines.
Linking Plant Biochemistry and Physiology to Human
Health. American Society of Plant Biologists. 2014, 124:
507-513.
Kensa VM, Syhed YS.Phytochemical screening and
antibacterial activity on Ricinus communis L. Plant
Sciences Feed. 2011; 1 (9):167-173
Taur DJ, Patil RY. Antiasthmatic activity of Ricinus
communis Leaves and Roots. Asian Pacific Journal of
Tropical Biomedicine. 2011; 1 (1): S13- S16.
Naz R, Bano A. Antimicrobial potential of Ricinus
communis leaf extracts in different solvents against
pathogenic bacterial and fungal strains. Asian Pacific
Journal of Tropical Biomedicine. 2012; 2 (12): 944-947
Trease GE, Evans WC. Pharmacognosy 2nd Ed, Braille
Tiridel and Macmillan Publishers. 1989.

40. Harborne JB. Methods of plant analysis, In:
Phytochemical Methods, Chapman and Hall, London.
1973.
41. Bohm BA, Kocipai-Abyazan R. Flavonoid and condensed
tannins from the leaves of Vaccinum raticulation and
Vaccinum calcyimium. Pacific Science. 1994; 48: 458463.
42. Van-Burden TP, Robinson T. The biochemistry of
alkaloids, 2nd Ed, Springer, Heidelberg, New York. 1981.
43. Brand-Williams W, Cuvelier ME, Berset C. Use of a free
radical method to evaluate antioxidant activity. Food
Science and Technology-Lebensmittel, 1995; 28 (1): 2530.
44. Tedesco I, Russo M, Russo P et al. Antioxidant effect of
red wine polyohenols on red blood cells. Journal of
Nutritional Biochemistry, 2000; 10 (2): 114-119.
45. Kirby AE. Synergistic Action of Gentamicin and
Bacteriophage in a Continuous Culture Population of
Staphylococcus aureus. PLoS ONE, 2012; 7(11): e51017
46. Haaber J, Cohn MT, Frees D, Andersen TJ, Ingmer H.
Planktonic Aggregates of Staphylococcus aureus Protect
against Common Antibiotics. PLoS One, 2012; 7: e41075.
47. Schroeder K, Jularic M, Horsburgh SM, Hirschhausen N,
Neumann C, et al. Molecular characterization of a novel
Staphylococcus aureus surface protein (SasC) involved in
cell aggregation and biofilm accumulation. PLoS One,
2009; 4: e7567.
48. Jagnow J, Clegg S. Klebsiella pneumoniae MrkDmediated biofilm formation on extracellular matrix- and
collagen-coated surfaces. Microbiology, 2003; 149: 2397 2405
49. Jeyaseelan EC, Jashothan PTJ. In vitro control of
Staphylococcus aureus (NCTC 6571) and Escherichia coli
(ATCC 25922) by Ricinus communis L. Asian Pacific
Journal of Tropical Biomedicine, 2012; 2 (10): 717-721
50. Khursheed R, Naz A, Naz E, Sharif H, Rizwani GH.
Antibacterial, Antimycelial and Phytochemical Analysis
of Ricinus communis Linn, Trigonella foenum grecum
Linn and Delonix regia (Bojer ex Hook.) Raf of Pakistan.
Romanian Biotechnological Letters, 2012; 17 (3): 72377244
51. Vandita P, Nirali A, Khyati P, Monisha K. Effect of
Phytochemical Constituents of Ricinus Communis,
Pterocarpus Santalinus, Terminalia Belerica on
Antibacterial, Antifungal and Cytotoxic Activity.
International
Journal
of
Toxicological
and
Pharmacological Research, 2013; 5 (2): 47-54
52. Janicijevic J, Tosic S, Mitrovic T. Flavonoids in plants.
Symposium on Flora of Southern Serbia and Neighboring
Regions. 2007, 153-156.
53. Arzoumanian L. Tech Talk, BD. 2003; 2 (2):1-2
54. Dhaliwal G, Cornett PA, Tierney LM. Hemolytic Anemia.
American Family Physician, 2004; 69 (11): 2599-2606
55. Rahman K. Studies on free radicals, antioxidants and cofactors. Clinical Interventions in Aging, 2007; 2 (2):219236
56. Fang YZ, Yang S, Wu G. Free radicals, antioxidants and
nutrition. Nutrition, 2002; 18: 872-879
57. Litescu S.C., Sandra A.V., Eremia S.A.V., Diaconu M.,
Tache A. et al. Biosensors Application on Assessment of
Reactive
Oxygen
Species
and
Antioxidants.
Environmental Biosensors, In Tech Rijeka Croatia. 2011,
95-114.

~ 75 ~

International Journal of Herbal Medicine

58. Shyam P, Suresh PK. Comparative Analysis of Three Leaf
Extracts of Ixora coccinea Linn for Their Protective and
Anti-oxidant Potentials and Correlation with Analytical
Data. International Journal of Pharma and Bio Sciences.
2013; 4 (4): 937-949.
59. Avaligbe CT, Gbenou JD, Salome Kpoviessi DS,
Accrombessi GC, Moudachirou M, Gbeassor M.
Antihemolytic Properties of Extracts of Six Plants Used in
the Traditional Treatment of Sickle Cell Disease in Benin.
Journal of Applied Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2012; 2 (3):
8-13.

~ 76 ~

